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A day of contrasts in Wisconsin 


Officers kneel with protesters as Madison cleans up 


Meg Jones, Molly Beck, Bill Glauber 
and Ricardo Torres 


Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


It was a simple gesture, but one that 
resonated with hundreds of cheering 
protesters in Milwaukee on Tuesday. 

Police officers kneeling alongside 
protesters. 

For a moment, the tension between 


law enforcement and people protesting 
the senseless killing of George Floyd 
broke outside the Milwaukee Police Ad- 
ministration building. 

The heartfelt moment came at the 
end of a half-hour of speeches as hun- 
dreds gathered peacefully after march- 
ing through the city. One officer, clad in 
riot gear, put his arm around a young 
woman holding a handmade “Black 
Lives Matter” sign; other officers gave 
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thumbs-up to the crowd. 

The symbolism of their gestures was 
not lost on a group motivated to speak 
out and march in Milwaukee in honor of 
a man who died under the knee of a 
Minneapolis police officer last week. 

Like other cities across the U.S., Wis- 


consin communities have borne the 
brunt of violence committed in dark- 
ness after peaceful daylight protests. 

Though Milwaukee Mayor Tom Bar- 
rett did not order a curfew for Tuesday 
night — severe weather was expected to 
bring rain and heavy winds overnight — 
a curfew was in effect in Racine where a 
community policing center named after 
a local civil rights leader was burned to 
the ground. 


See CONTRASTS, Page 7A 


Marchers head north on South Kinnickinnic Avenue in Milwaukee on Tuesday during a peaceful protest against the killing 
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of George Floyd, an African American, by a white Minneapolis police officer. PHOTOS BY MIKE DE SISTI/MILWAUKEE JOURNAL SENTINEL 


Will protests lead to lasting 
change in Milwaukee? 


Similar marches before; 
now reaction is different 


Ashley Luthern, Gina Barton 
and Alison Dirr 


Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Milwaukee has been here before. 
This time, the question is: Will these 
protests lead to lasting change? 

Four years ago, the city’s Sherman 
Park neighborhood erupted in three 
nights of violent unrest after a fatal po- 
lice shooting. 

Fifty-some years earlier, a riot 
sparked 200 nights of marches de- 
manding an end to housing discrimina- 
tion. 

The underlying factors — systemic 
racism, inequality, troubled police- 
community relations — remain the 
same. Recently, they have been com- 
pounded by a pandemic that is sicken- 
ing and killing African Americans and 
Latinos at a disproportionate rate, lay- 
ing bare health and economic dispari- 
ties. 
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Protesters hold up peace and justice 
signs through their sunroof while 
headed down North Prospect Avenue 
in Milwaukee on Sunday. 


This time, though, the catalyst was a 
death at the hands of police in Minne- 
apolis, a death that has outraged Amer- 
icans of all races. 

In Milwaukee, one of the most segre- 
gated regions in the country, thousands 
of protesters, diverse in age and race, 
have joined together to march for hours, 
traversing more than 10 miles each day, 
calling for justice for George Floyd and 
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others killed by police around the 
country. Over four days, they have 
called to people peering out of win- 
dows and standing on front porches to 
walk with them, and many did. 

The city’s mayor and police chief 
have commended the thousands who 
marched peacefully and condemned 
Floyd’s killing in Minneapolis last 
week, while drawing a sharp distinc- 
tion with those responsible for the ri- 
oting, arson and looting at night. 

In Sherman Park, the problems that 
were festering remain, said Reggie 
Jackson, a historian and diversity 
trainer who lives in the neighborhood. 

“I tell people all the time these is- 
sues are so difficult because these are 
such longstanding, systemic issues, 
institution issues that are embedded 
in the way we do things,” he said. “You 
cannot resolve this very easily.” 

Tito Izard is a family physician and 
president and chief executive of Mil- 
waukee Health Services Inc. located 
on North King Drive. A Dumpster and 
other items were set ablaze near his 


See CHANGE, Page 8A 


3M hunts 
con artists 
profiting 
from masks 


Trademark claims 
help track down fraud 


Nick Penzenstadler and Josh Salman 
USA TODAY 


Efforts to crack down on fraudulent 
3M mask sales ended with a first crim- 
inal case last week when a used car 
salesman was charged with trying to 
bilk New York City out of $45 million. 

But it didn’t begin like many crimi- 
nal cases do, with a law enforcement 
investigation. It started with the 3M 
company ramping up its own fraud 
detection unit after the coronavirus 
pandemic wiped out its supplies of 
medical-grade N95 masks, creating a 
market for profiteers — including one 
who allegedly targeted Wisconsin. 

Since March, the company has 
fielded hundreds of reports from gov- 
ernment and hospital officials desper- 
ate to protect their workers and con- 
cerned about getting ripped off. The 
worst cases tend to land first in civil 
courts, where 3M uses trademark 
claims to ask judges to shut down 
those advertising the company’s 
wares at inflated prices. 

Scrambling to chase any potential 
lead in the absence of a reliable federal 
supply chain, states and health sys- 
tems are left to sift through hundreds 
of sketchy pitches. 

“You really don’t want to be the guy 
who turns down 100 million masks by 
not taking a phone call,” said Luke 
Bosso, the chief of staff of Indiana’s 
economic development corporation, 
who has been charged with vetting 
suppliers. “It’s incredibly scary. In In- 
diana ... we get 50 emails a day offering 
N95 masks.” 

The New York case happened on a 
gigantic scale: a middleman promised 
to provide 7 million masks to the city 
for $45 million - four times 3M’s list 
price. The middleman was Ron Roma- 
no, 58, a New Jersey used car lot own- 
er. 

That case turned criminal last 
Tuesday when the U.S. Attorney’s Of- 
fice announced Romano’s arrest on 
charges of conspiracy to commit wire 
fraud and violate the Defense Produc- 
tion Act. 


See 3M, Page 6A 
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